
 
 
 
Dear Good Shepherd Family, 
 
Warmest greetings in the name of Christ.  We are writing to share some updates on recent 
decisions by the Church Council in collaboration with the clergy and the COVID-19 Task Force.   
 
Firstly, we want to acknowledge that this has been a very challenging year for everyone as our 
lives have been upended in ways we could not have imagined because of the pandemic.  During 
times of uncertainty and struggle, our faith in God and love for and from our church family 
become life-giving resources, providing hope and strength to cope.  Given the highly contagious 
nature of the virus, we have not been able to gather indoors in larger groups to comfort, 
strengthen, and encourage one another, which has only added to the depth of our struggle.  It 
has been a challenging time for all of us.  For those who have felt a deep sense of urgency to be 
together in community, we appreciate your patient understanding and compassion.  We have 
made what we feel are the best decisions for the care of all.  We know God has been with us, and 
we look to the future filled with hope. 
 
It is also important that we acknowledge that this experience has created change that will alter 
many things in our daily life moving forward.  While a normalcy will return, as with any change, 
it will not be the same as in the past and in order to continue our ministry, we will need to 
continue to adapt and change.  While online worship does not replace being together as a church 
family, it will be an integral part of our worship life moving forward.  It allows us to expand our 
congregation beyond our building, as well as reach those homebound in our congregation much 
more extensively than previously possible.   
 
Looking forward, we are greatly encouraged by the positive trends related to COVID-19, including 
declines in infection rate, ICU utilization, and death rate in our county.  We are further heartened 
with the recent start and rollout of the vaccine, as well as the numbers of people being 
vaccinated.  Taking these things into consideration the COVID-19 Task Force, along with the 
Church Council and clergy, have agreed to target the Sunday after Easter as the date to begin 
introducing indoor, in-person worship.  While worship will have to look and feel very different 
because of mask wearing, social distancing, required reservations, and limited attendance, we 
look forward to creating the opportunity, especially for those most eager, to gather in our 
sanctuary.  
 
We know many may be disappointed, as are we, not to be able to celebrate Holy Week together 
in-person in the sanctuary.  Palm Sunday and Easter are normally among our most attended 
services of the year, and with social distancing requirements for indoor gathering, we will not be 



able to accommodate all who would wish to attend.  It is our hope on those days to provide 
festive parking lot services, along with a robust online worship offering.  Until that time when we 
meet for in-person gathering, we will be utilizing live premiere worship (similar to live-stream) 
from the sanctuary, using our newly installed cameras and continuous video, each Sunday at 9am 
and 11am, beginning on February 21.  This format will also continue in parallel for the foreseeable 
future for those not able to join in-person.     
 
As your elected leaders and pastors, we are deeply grateful and inspired by your faithfulness and 
generosity to continue our mission during this extraordinary year.  Your commitment to our 
mission and ministry and your desire to love God and love your neighbor have revealed the 
brightness of Christ’s light shining in you.  Thank you for the care you have shown for your church 
family and our staff over these many months.   
 
As our target date for reinitiating in-person worship approaches, we’ll continue to monitor the 
key indicators mentioned above to ensure the plan remains a safe option and we’ll keep you 
informed with further updates and details.  Please continue to pray that we are guided by God’s 
wisdom to do what is in the best interest of our community.  We truly care and want to make 
decisions for the health, safety, and future of Good Shepherd and look forward to joyfully 
reuniting in person.   
 
In the interim, if you have any questions, concerns, or words of encouragement, we invite you to 
reach out to any of the pastors, the Church Council President, or members of the COVID-19 Task 
Force, their phone numbers are available in Realm or you can obtain by calling the church office 
at (513) 891-1700.  You can also email any of the Pastors for more information: 
 

Pastor Heidi Johns Clergy hjohns@goodshepherd.com 
Pastor Pat Badkey Clergy   pbadkey@goodshepherd.com 
Pastor Alex Hoops Clergy   ahoops@goodshepherd.com 
Pastor Alice Connor Clergy   aconnor@goodshepherd.com 
Ron Zink  Church Council President 
Hans Schwarz  COVID-19 Task Force 
Tracey Long  COVID-19 Task Force 
Karen Eller  COVID-19 Task Force 
Jim Messner  COVID-19 Task Force 
David Dietrichson COVID-19 Task Force 
Chris Fitz  COVID-19 Task Force 
 
Remaining members of Council: 
Brenda Fuentes, Cathy Heppler, Troy Kroeger, Sharon Norris, Vicki Schapp and Kathy Schuman 

 


